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An ideal winter day was yesterday, and
ose who are fond of skating were not
rw to take advantage of it. The small ty
y held full sway in the morning, before
hool was called, and in the early after- wo>On the ice was given over to a few older
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Ain't Nicef

ersons whose business engagements were
lot too pressing and who dislike to be in a
rowd.
But the great sport of the day began
bout 4 o'clock in the afternoon. As if by
agic, almost, the beach -was lined with
ersons of all ages. Not a few of them
'ere department emplosyes. who were gladfo get a breoth of real fresh winter ozone
nd to once ntore feet: thelf- prowess. The
oung men adjusted the runners to the
ret of the girls, arid in a jiffy they 'were
'ff, arm in arm, encircling the basin.
Not less than'1,500P persons participated

n the carnivAl .from.4sto 6 Q'elock. Youth
iredominat~'d, of course, hut there was a
prinkling of old age. The older ones re-
iewed their age and joined in the joyous
houts with a vigor that was plesing, not
mnly to themselves, but to the hundreds of
ersdna who were attentive lookers-on from
he beqch.
Quite different froftn in the bld days the
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A Little Eelp.
modern skater came down to the lee's edge-
astride a whel. Thele wets maany of him I
and for' once the wheel last ite prestige.
Hundreds of breg~5l- Werelined up in
charge of the cheek anan, while the owners
glded and mingled with the Ot.d on the,.
ike.
There was the old skater''wIse used to

throw boaques at hinamat beem.s he could
cut a latter H or 'a Sgore S. He meas-
ured gaIt with the' poam and di.-
elened that his lega had test little of their
mcnnaar There mwen .temetse boy
who wanted to show at -.feei best
girl, but in amat 'leira~ernER-Gamese mm. i..mn -sa..k ae.
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ting a figure which lust him favor at!e and for all.time.
he girl who is learning to skate was
y much in evidence in the crowd, and.
she were good looking . had little difficul-
in finding plenty of tutors. Then there
s the pretty girl who feigned that sheildn't stand her skates, to be

aght in the arms of the ever-ready young
low on whom she looks with favor. A
il cytosure yesterday afternoon was a
man who weighed not less than 200
unds who glided back and forth andlund with an ease and abandon which
ght grace with impunity a person of
filer corporeity. For her It was a rare
die and she was ob'ivious to the atten-
*n she attracted from the crowd on the
ach. while her face .gradually assumed
e appearance of an Italian smnset by one
the old masters.
'he purveyor of refreshments was there

d there was keen competition between
e man who served hot frankfuerters andead for a nickel and a middle-aged col-
ed individual who attracted attention and
ttened his exchequer by producing steam-

coffee and a roll for a like price. "Hot
free on ice" is rather of an anomalous
nouncement, but it struck a happy chord
the stomachs of the tired skaters.
Df course, it would be improbable that
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Rag Time.

mong so many persons on the ice at one
me. and each trying to get the moat outfthe enjoyment, that there should not
e some accidents or mistakes; and yes-
rday was no egception. The rattle-head-

El boy, wiho will likely never learn that

sere'Is anyboody eles in the world besides
imseif, attempted to monopolize the entire
asin, and was continually running into
nd knocking down some person who was
rilling to let others live.
Now and then a skater took too great
hances in turning a curve, or trying to at-

ract attention to himself. His feet went

Ut from under him and he' fell to the ice
he a thousand 6f brick, producing a con-

ussion that must have been anything but

leasant to a oeraon at all sensitive to
hysical torture.
The colored population were out in full
orce, and they entered into the spirit of
he occasion and enjoyed themselves to

he extreme. -Many of- them proved that.

hey were adapts on the runners.
The crowd of skaters was 'equally large,set evening. It was moonlight, and there'

was a crisp, invigorating air. The number

I lookers-on was as great as In the after.

soon. It was midnight before the last-

hkater left the basin. Although tired out,a. departed with a sigh of larertL
The boys and girls who attend schoot are-areng' advantage of the weekly holiday-
*day, and are- in complete Po==sm=on of-
lie hasin.'
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EPORT -RiflCISED
dr. A. S. Pratt in Response to the

Health Offcer.

ISCUSSES ANIl-VIVISECTION. BILL

Mieges Apparent Attempt..to..Mis-

lead the Cmmissioners.

rTHE ABSENCE' OF LAW

4 .4 . Q( 4

Mr. A. S. Pratt, the president of the

Washington Humane Society, has addressed

. commnication to the "Dist ict. Commis-
dloners relative to the report submitited to

hem-by the health officer,- Dr. Wm. C.

Woodward, 'on Senaste "bill 34, known- as the

Inti-vivisection Hill. Dr. .Woodward's re-
ort was published' in The Star severaf days

go, and is characteized by Mr. Pratt as
being "so one-sided bty -his (the health

)ficer's) own sanfiefon -thait -it is not en-

titled to your (the Commissioners'): sriousonsideration in an Impartial examination
if the measure."Mr. Praitt continues -as follows:
"'I am not unawareo t says the health

ifoner, 'that this report has ivery appear-

hemch;t .ryteealthr.offe.h ar.st n. .
itwouda bei heh it been84 kown s th

int-ampion unrestrice viviseatdon -i

thet Commuishion .he rerducing theay
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in the District of Columbia, as the health
officer suggests, it is obvious that the ad-
vocates of the bill would not have expended
their disinterested efforts in pressing it
against the interested opposition of vivi-
sectors, who are influenced by pride and
the fear of losing money or reputation, nor
would the Senate committee have taken
time from its busy days for exhaustive
hearings and careful consideration.

"Against the amateur
dictum

health officer we may quote the statement
of R. Ross Perry, who said in his argument
before the Senate committee the 17th of
April. 1896:

'Today, so far as I know, there is no
law anywhere in this country, from the At-
lantic to the Pacific or from Canada to
Mexico. no law anywhere which interferes
with the most heartless man in the inflic-
tion of unnamable cruelty if only he says
that he performs these experiments in the
name- of science.'
"It may also be stated that among the

names of the petitioners for the enactment
of the bill were Justices Harlan, Brown,
Brewer. White, Peckham and Shiras of the
United States Supreme Court: Justices Cox,
Hagner and Cole of the District Supreme
Court: Chief Justices Richardson and Nott
and Justice Weldon of the Court of Claims;
Mr. W. D. Davidge. Mr. Jeremiah M. Wil-
son, Mr. Nathaniel Wilson, Mr. Calderon
Carlisle. Mr. J. Hubley Ashton, Mr. Samuel
Maddox, Mr. J. J. Darlington, Mr. Chapin
Brown, Mr. Enoch Totten, Mr. Mahlon Ash-
ford, Mr. J. C. Heald, Mr. Halbert E.
Paine, Mr. Benjamin Butterworth. Mr.
Henry E. Davis, Mr. H. Randall Webb. Mr.
John Sidney Webb, Mr. William A. Gordon,
Mr. J. Holdsworth Gordon, Mr. William
Henry Dennis, Mr. Frank T. Browning. Mr.
William Stone Abert and Mr. Crammond
Kennedy, whose united testimony to the
necessity for the bill, in law and in tact.
will surely outweigh even the opinion of the
health office.

No Names Withdrawn.
"And, as the Serate committee said in

its second report, in speaking of the re-
markable list of signers to the petition, in-
cluding besides those mentioned the bish-
ops of the Roman Catholic. Protestant Epis-
copal and Methodist Episcopal churches,
the leading clergy of all denominations.
distinguished public officers and many other
prominent citizens. 'The strength of their
conviction was shown by the fact that, al-
though they were solicited by the vivisee-
tors by letter and in personal interyiews,
as soon as the list was published, to with-
draw their names from the petition, not
one out of the hundreds of names was
withdrawn.'
"If, then. special legislation'is as neces-

sary to prevent cruelty in vivisection as
to prevent cruelty in docking horses' tails.
all humane men should unite to secure such
legislation. Yet, as the health officer's report
shows, the vivisectors are opposed to any
law on the subject, and their real assertion
is that they ought not tb be brought under
the control of law. They insist that they
ought to be excepted from the general reign
of law and intrusted by the community with
absolute power over living creatures, behind
locked doors, free from the inspection of
the government and from the necessity of
reporting upon. their work, even though.
as in most cases, they may be doing it in
the offices of the government.

'When a cashier in a bank objects ab-
solutely to making any report of his busi-
neas and refuses inspection of his books
because these involve an "imputation- upon
his probity," and then proceeds to mention
minor inconveniences, we see at once that
no shaping of legislation to meet- the minor
objections will make acceptable the puclicity
which he really fears,' says the second Sen-
ate committee report. 'No matter bow the
bill is altered, so long as it- provides for
inspection and protection against* cruelty
it will be ooedby those who "love dark-
ness rather thnlight."'

Positis of Vivissetera,
"1These vivisectors ask us to believe, as

in the health offieer's report, tht the
'atrocities which have been castmeiy
committed,' to use his own phrase ar net
being committed in the District of Caolum-
his, sud, therefoe, that -these is no =ee.s-
sity for any law to preveunt them, and then
show the cloren hoo! b -ebecting, as the
health officer doeti in MS soeot,agminst the requireement et ill that the
Oom.mslsslqe tosyil' reporta ke

selves,' to <Ipeb i a et imnee We
...usa uma toase hewma mab.%.. b.
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dence against himself' If he is doing onl
that which is lawful and good'
"In the nature of the case it is difficult.

not impracticable, to procure evidence no
of 'atrocities' committed by the vivise<
tors in the District of Columbia. althoug
Dr. L. A. Rauterberg, a well-known Was1
ington physician. testiied to the Senal
committee, as it states in enumerating ti
reasons for its action, that he has see
cruelties practiced in the vivisections
the Army Medical Museum, a fact whicl
with others, the health officer seems 1
have overlooked In preparing his repor
Yet the vivisectors, by their bitter and ui
scrupulous opposition to this bill, whic
permits all that they admit they are doit
in the District of Columbia, raise a stror
probability that.. they .misrepresent the
work as well as the bill.
"If their assertions that no cruelties al

perpetrated in vivisections here were tru
then, as the second Senate committee r
port says, 'no possible reason other tha
mental aberration could be assigned for tt
strenuous and unremitting exertions the
have been made, and the time that he
been spent, by busy men to stir up ever
possible influence to defeat the passag
of this bill. They have admitted that ii
cruelties against which the bill is direct(
are wrong. They assert that they then
selves have nothing to conceal, yet the
move heaven and earth to prevent legista
tion intended merely to provide again.such cruelties and to legalize the very h
spection which they profess to invite.'

Absence of Law.
"But even if it could be conceded the

none of the 'atrocities' of vivisection is no'
going on in -any of the secret laboratorie
of Washington (and who could truthful]
certify with certainty to that?), there
no law whatever to prevent the very wor
of these 'atrocities' from being perpetrate
with impunity tomorrow by any vivisect(
in the District of Coluinbia. As the laI
stands. the horrors of Mantegassa, a ver
distinguished Nui-opean vivisector, who, t
Popular Sciene-.Monthly states. contenr
plates a visit to the United States, the ir
ventor of the 'toi'mentlore,' a torture mu
chine for animals, horrors which he set
forth himself in his''Fisialgia del Dolore
but which I would hesitate to describi
could all be repeated by him in any Wasi
ington laboratory should he come hers
Like all the European vivisectora, li
frankWy avows thiert his researches a]
'purely scientfic,' and have no relation
the curefft diseaseithat-is, they enable hit
to make money and a name among vivisea
tors by' describing the "physiology of pain,

"It Is not necessary In this communici
tion to enter upon the question of the her
efits -of . vivisection to the human rac
about. rhich the best physicians and siu
geons differ. Such great men *as Lawso
Taft,.F, R. C. B.; Sir Charles Bell, F. R.(

., F. R. S.; Forbes Winslow, D). C. L. 31
R. C. I".: P'rof. Henry J. Blgelbw, M.D.. as
mnyn other madical men only less emineni
coui4 be quoted as asserting that vivisec
tion has yielded no benefits to the huma
racer btt for the purposes of this argume.
all that is claimed for viisection in this reu
Wpec say be conceded -without impairin
the necesity for this legialation. In conclh
sion"it' may be'uaid- that while love of an!
mal. like love of country or hatred
cruelty, Ia an emotion, part of that altrei
lam sihch.BenjamIn Kldd says Is the neces
sary sitincigj. of social progress, it is nc
incomltble with a 'judgment' respectin
vIvisection whida can be entitled 'the pe
duct-,pf thought.' It might, perhape, 11
added that If any coiluctive amendinent
not-destructive to the principle of the bl
but-which would improve its details. .shool
be suggeted It your beuorable board, the~iri rhesive the -me res-r-tul c=ame
tion il the friest~ of .the meesure.".
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y LOCAL NATTERS If CONGRESS.
if Bill. Introduced and FaerWable Re-

ports Ordered.
h Mr. Pearre has Introduced a bill in the

House authorizing the extension of Colum-
e bia road east of 13th street to a width ofe sixty feet, so that the western terminus of
n

Steuben street will connect with the eami-
, ern terminus of Columbia as qiw locat.-1
0 west of 13th street. One-half the damag.

for the condemnation of the land shallhassessed against the property benefited by
g the proposed improvement.
g A bill has been introduced in the Houser similar to the measure offered in the Sen-
e ate. authorizing the Batcheller- Pneumatic

Tube Company to lay a pneumatic tube be-
tween the government printing office andn the Capitol.

I Compulsory Support et Childe.
s The bill to provide for the compulsoryY support of children by parents, which was
e*favorably reported yesterday, provides that
d any person within the District who shall

-wilfully and unnecessarily refuse or neg-Y lect to provide for any child under the age
t of fourteen years, of which he or she shall1.he the parent or guardian, such food, cloth-ig and shelter, as will prevent the suffer-int and secure the safety of such childshall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,,t and upon conviction thereof shall be sub-
, ject to punihment by a fine of not morethan $100 or by imprisonment in the work-house of the District of Columbia for not

more than three momnhs, or both such fine5 and imprisonment.
It It provides that when a child shall be
d committed to the board of children's guar-
r dians the parent shall be required to con-tribute to its support when gossible. andin case of refusal they are .. be prose-V cuted for committing a misdeme.nor.
e School Lot im Breekland.

Sente bill 1873 provildes that the 'om-
missloners be anthorised to acquire. b'y lur-
chase or condemnation, for school phr-
poses, lot 11, in block 13. of the subdivisiont

,of Brookland. In the District of Columia.
-For such purpose the sum of g2,0t, is a'p-
propriated, one-half of which shall be

e charged to the revenues of the District of
e Columbia.

0 Peaeote Seights.
The bill revoking the subdivision of Pen-

cote Heights, which adjoins the grounds of
the Government Hospital for the Insane,

-was approved, as none of the lots of this
subdivtsion have been Sold.and since the sub-
division was made the law relating to such
subdivisions has been so changed that theland may be laid out more to the advan-Stage of the owners than is. now the case.-This is the same property that It has

. been suggested the government should pur-chase In order to make it a part of thegrounds of theGovernment Hospital for theInae and against which purchase 'aeth-bers of the Congress Heights Citizens' As-
a soclationi hare flied a protest.
t EpfseopaI Cemventeem

The bill to incorporate the coovention ofIthe Protestant Episcopal Church gives the
corporation power to receive Itnd hold con-

f tributions for the purpose of an EpIscopal
-residence, diocesan house, church colleges,
-church and parish scheois, chur~s or mis-
soma hapes and for the purpasse creatinga permanent fund or eowetfr the

e support of the epispata in said dIocese,

etc.
I.e Consids samem T..leae

The Isente -esmaine g. the.&~e of
fet---i- has designated Mea..., fle...
brogh tram eand Cark as a sahe.
-mtteso tmxtian, and anl Maie reang tonthe etazase. in the DbIhit end referre tinthe Ditrc eamitesagal glaced the'hes of this =m=ssaanmmte. -
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